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"
poslt ion to saU wc had r idden everU wooderl
coas le r  i n  t he  L l .S .  w i t h  t hc  excep t l on  o f  t hose
unde r  cons t f uc l l on  a t  t he  t lmc  o f  t he  t r i p ,  and
those  s tandLng  bu t  no t  ope ra l l ng .

The  t ou r  was  dubbed  the  "To ta  T imbe r
0 ,  . ,  v \ ' 1 .  r e  r o r  ' l c l  r ' 1 .  l d  r g
I gcnerated media interest from our oca TV,
fad ro  and  p rcss  i n  No t t  ngham,  Eng land .  l t  was
to  coveT  moTe  than  11 ,265  km [1000  m i l es ]
and  c ross  23  s ta l c  l nes  i n  ove r  21  daus .  We
'rad a 1r p webslte, www.coaste12coaster.com,
where \^/e posted a dai !  b og of t l te tr lp and
ave raged  ovc r  3 ,500  h i t s  a  da !

The  c l i f i r ax  oF  t he  t ou t -was  a t  P ! ! a  l up  Fa i f
l n  Sea t t l c ,  Wash ing ton .  ndeed ,  t he  w l i o  e  t r  p
v /as  o rgan rsed  a roL rnd  t h  s  f a l r ,  as  t hc  coas te r
there of \ l  opcrates for two wceks in Septeriber
and  a  f ey r '  da l l s  i n  Ap r  ,  mak lng  t  a  ha rd  c red l t
t o  ga in .

Un lo r t una le  g ,  a f t e r  a  ve ru  sm0o th  s ta r t ,
on  Labo r  Da \1 ,  t he  12 th  daU  o f rhe  r r i p ,  we  f a  ed
our rn ssLOn. We were to r ide the Connorbol l
Hun .t  \ , \ laterv !e LlSA. At thc t ime, we were
obvioLrs ! l  d sappoinied, but l t  was Mother
Na tu rc  and  Nu r i cane  Gus tav  t ha t  p reven ted
L rs  f r om ven tu r i ng  angwhere  nea r  t he  pa rk .
I n L J . e d  I 5 F  o  . . i 0  r . d . r . . ^ o  t i . a . e . a . u d r  o l
o f t he  Gu l f  Coas l  had  been  o rde red  ahead  o f t he
pendrng storm; and Watervi e la! with n thc

evacua t i on  zone ,  so  an ! l  l ke l i l r ood  o fope ra i i on
hac l  Gus tav  changed  i t s  cou rse  was  s t i l l  ze ro .
We  co  n t i n  u  cd  w  th  t he  p  anned  tou r  and  began
wr l t i ng  t h i s  a r t i c l e  a  coL rp le  o f  da ! l s  a te rwh i l e
trave lng north.west to Seatt le.

So  how  l ong  d ld  l t  t ake  t o  comp le te  a l l  bu t
one  wooden  coas te r  i n  t he  l l n l t ed  S ta tes?  We l l ,
lan's f irst w0odic was 19 lears ago:the F/orldo
HLtrr icone al the now defunct Boarclwalk &
Baseba  l 0 r  ando ,  F lo r i daJ .  l ' 4 ! J  f i r s t  wood ie
was the miglrtU fexos CLJclone at Astroworld.
Since thcn we have been back 10 the States 16
l imes  on  va r i ous  t r i ps .  t  wasn ' t  ! n t i  November
2001when  comp  e t i ng  [ 4  t c l ]  Hawkc r  s  i n t c rnc t
wood -coas te r  po  ,  t l i a t  we  rea l i sed  t he re  we re
so Few leFt for us to r ide. The tf ip ldea began to
becomc a rea rtU.

S o , , r , , t  r o w e  I n k o r "  l . A , p , , i '
wood les?  We  ,  l f  we  commen led  on  a  115 ,
j l  woud  p robab !  JL rn  ove r  man !  i s sues  o f
l l r s t  D rop ,  so  we '  t a l k  abou t  t he  h ighs  and
l o w .  p . . n  a  l c 6  6 f  6 1 1 1  I  l t  g  c . 1  . 1 . '  ,  

" .F i r s l l g ,  t he rc  i s  no  "bes t  coas te r '  IUou  know

! l o !  ge l  asked  t ha t  ques t i on  a l  t he  t ime l ]  as
the ! l  d l f f e r  f r om v i s i l  t o  v i s i l ,  a l t houg l r  f o r  t h i s
season at least, R.lvlne F/gef i /  probablg holds
the  c rown .  B ! t  t he re  l s  eas l lU  a  wo rs t  wood ie
out there son o/Beost at Klngs s and. Putt lng
a lrain w th wheels at onc gaugc lnto a track
o f  ano the r  gauge  w i l  a  wavs  spe l  d i scomfo r t

add  t he  he igh t  and  ! l ou ' ve  go t  pa in .  A  c l ose
second  and  t  wOUld  Seem mang  o the rs  ag ree

ts Grizzlg at Cali fornia's Great Amerlca. Just

p la i f  bo f i ng  f r - om s ta r t  t o  f i n l sh  one  o f  t h€
f cw  v i deos  wc  ve  had  t o  speed  up  t o  make  1 fe
r  de  ook  sem i -en jogab  e l

So wlrat of the future? Well ,  unti  r"re
get Watervi l  e t icked off land i t  is so far from
an!lwhereJ, the Llnited States wi a ur:gs
beckon  us  back  10  keep  up  w i t h  ncw  open  ngs
and old favourltes. 0ne dag wc v/ i l l  have r ldden
them a  ,  a fd  can  t hen  l ook  a i  expand  ng  t he
rarger area we guessr
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Adventurelandlo2

fo ms d 02, ll n d e rg rou nd3
During a trip in 1999, the operator
on outlqwr decided to have some
fun and give a couple of laps of
the coaster for the price of one. So
far, nothing too out of the ordinarg
except... he was adding the second
lap bV'turning off all braking. Asrhe
train completed a normal circuit, i t
f lew through the brake run, around
a 160'left bend lwith no banking],
through the station into a g0'tufn,
over some bunnV hops, afound a
160"right bend Iwith no banking]
and had enough momentum to flg
halfwag up the l ift hil l  under its own
steaml 0nce the park go1 wind of
what occurred, a supervisor came
over, and the operator quit there
and then, walking off the ride to
rapturous applause.

Alabama Adventureatl

{Bessemer, A abamal

We first rode Rompogea in 20O4,
and MegoJobiq's slightl! bigger
brother Ior is it sister?] was a
stunning ride in the dark and the
perfect cure to time differential
adjustment. We re-visited the park
last gear and, although not too bad,
Rompoge had become somewhat
rougher lt 's never wise to get Uour
hopes up for an enjogable ride
based on previous experiencesl

Arnolds Parkiol

Legends is a small traditional
woodie with a couple of good pops
ofairt ime in one ofthose out-of-the-
wag classic American amusement
parks. We love discovering parks
and rides l ike this.
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AstrolandNYa

IErookl!n, NewYorkJ
BoomersFL2

lDania, F oridal

the CgcloneE is one of the most
famous American coasters, bul a
surprise when gou first see and
ride it. The seating arrangemenl,
alrhough well padded, is a verg l ight
squeeze. The drops are fantaslic,
but we were both surprised bV the
lack of speed on the turnarounds.

Beech BendKY2
IBowling Green, KentuckUj

Kentuckg RumblerT

Belmont Parkca3

lSan Dieeo, Ca iforniaj

Ihe 6iqnt Dippef is )ust too "rattlg"
to repeat ride. Morgan trains are
used to keep the weight down, but
it is screaming out for GCll-lgpe
arliculated roll ing stock.

When planning the Total Timber
Tout we received an email t i t led
'All The Coaslers?" from somebodU
in America who told us about
the Donio Beoch Hurricqnes as
if we had never heard of it. As
enthusiasts, l 'm sure we all lake a
dag outto ridethis coaslerwhen in
0rlando, and the nature oflhe park
means repeat riding is never an
issue when gou visit.

Busch Gardens AfricaFLl
ITampa, FloridaJ

We rode Gwozilo the gear it opened,
and it was simplU stunning. Since
then, we've never seen it duel
and have had some serious back-
bashing from it. Holds the slowest
load and dispatch record of ang
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coaster we have been on. The first
gear, theV had one ride operalor
checking each side Islowlg!], bur
when gou walked down the exit
ramp, six staff were beckoning
gou over t0 bug a ride photo. You
just couldn't help rhink if rheg had
these people loading the trains
more efficientlg, theg would sell
more photos.

California's Great AmericacAl
t )anra Lrara,  La rorn|aJ

Erizzlgrr has to be America's most
boring woodie, bar none.

Camden Parkwl
{Huntington, Wesr Virginia)

Lil' Dippert3
The park looks a l itt le rough around
the edges, but inside Vou'l l f ind
staff that care deeplg about their

rides and guests. We got talking
to the Big Dipper\z operator bg
asking about the headlights on the
NAD train, and our genuine interest
made us a new friend.

Canobie Lake ParkNHr
ISalem, New Hampshire]

Yonkee CsnnonbqllLa

CarowindsNcl

ICharlotte, No(h Caro ina]

Fdi g Odd CoqsterLs, Huder!6
fhunder Roodr? came as a big
surprise for us four gears ago. We
knew nothing about the ride prior
10 visit ing the park, and the front
seat of the right track was glass-
smooth - one of those coaster
heaven moments.

Cedar PointoHl
(Sanduskg,0hio l

Blue Streokra
Meon Streokte was one big
disappointment after the reports
from the opening seasons - proof,
if i t were needed, that the besl
wooden coasters don't need to be
big!

Celebration CitgMo3
IBranson, Nlissouri]

dud, but we tried again in the front,
and it transformed into a verU
thril l ing, out of control experience.
The addition of trim brakes on the
first drop is noticeable but not as
much as the likes of Meon Streok.
Once we had had a few goes, we
actuallg started to l ike it, and bg
the end found it verg pleasing. Not
a coaster to beckon gou back in
a rush, but, all the same, a greal
start to the trip.

Cliff's Amusement ParkNMl
tAlbuquerque, New MexicoJ

0nlV had one go on th e New Mexico
Rqtt e/2 before the weather rained
our dag off. Would be nice to go
back somedag and put it through
its paces.

Cgpress GardensFLl
I LgPress Lrardens, Florrda J

lriple Huficone?3
The park has done a good job in
saving the Storliner2a from the
wreckeis ball and is obviouslg verg
proud of its achievement. lt was
also good to see it painted white.

Darien LakeNYl
[0arien Center, NewYorkj

Predotorzs has a verg odd plaque
staling it was the seventh besl
coaster in the world in 1999, or
somelhing l ike thal. Has had a lot
of work over the Vears but doesn't
beg Uou back for more after the
first ride.

DollgwoodrNl

with enthusiasts at the time. 0n
reflection, however, the coaster
was, perhaps, a bit roo good, if
that's possible. Litt le in the waU of
laterals or airt ime, but a power race
from lift to brakes.

Dorneg ParkPAa
lAllentown, Pennsglvanial

fhunderhowk?7

Dutch WonderlandPA3
ILancaster ,  Pennsg]vanial

We stopped bg at this kiddie park
jusl to ride the Kingdom Coqster?o
and found il amusing that the
park had a procedure for passing
enthusiasts including prepared
forms to fi l l  out declaring that gour
visit wouldn't last more than 30
minutes in return for a free go on
the coaster.

Elitch Gardenscol
lDenver, Coloradol

Twister llze

Familg Kingdomscl
(Mgrt le 8each,  South Carol inal

The Swonp Fox3o claimed at the
time of our visit to have been voted
number 7 in the world at some
poinr.

Ihe Omrk Wildcot2o was one of
the most re-rideable coasters we
found, and the park was a pleasant
surprise.

Clementon Amusement ParkNll
IClementon,  New Jerse! ]

Hellcst?r was the first woodie on
the Total Timber Tour we had to tick
off. First ride was in the second
car and verg bumpg. We could
have easilg written this off as a

Illee:n 
Fol8e: Teniesse:.]

We rode fhunderheqd26 in its
first season, and it is easv to
see whg it became an instant hit



FrontiercitgoKl
[0klahoma Citg, 0klahoma J

wildcot3t

Funtown Splashtown U.S.A.MEt
ISaco, Maine]

Excolibur32 is a strange coaster
that seems to lose all its energg
halfwag through the ride. The
first half is verg good but easilg
forgotten bg the time gou hit the
praKe run.

Great Escape (ThelNY3
(Lake George, NewYofkl

Itwas greatto ridetheComet33 back
in 2001 with its unique speeding-
up chain to accelerate Vou off the
1op of rhe lift. A return visit four
Uears laterwas sti l l  good, although
the ride seemsto have lost some of
its speed for some reason.

llershegparkPA3
IHersheV, PennsVlvania]

Comet3a , Lightning Rocefs ,
Wildcat36

Holidag WorldrN2
[Santa Claus, Indiana]

visits to the park since. Dark
riding on it is a must-do in ang
enthusiast's book.

There has been so much
written about lhe Vogoge3s so it's
hard ro think of angthing more to
add. But it proves what a small
world it is when, two Vears ago
on an independent trip, we were
spending a verv enjovable last
hour ofthe park on Ihe Vogoge and
spoted fellow Club member Stuan
Cosgrove. This Uearthough,the park
has lost its "familg-run" feel, as it's
gotten bigger. lt's true to saV, apart
from the ticket office on arrival, we
did not see one park emplogee or
ride operator smile the whole daV.
The loading of each coaster train
was verv matter of fact, and little
was done to fi l l  emptg seats - a
complete contrast to Waldameer
where everu train went out full, and
the staff were obliviouslv excited
about being posted to operate the
main attraction. 0n leaving Holidag
World, there were staff there, but
nobodg said'goodbge," "thanks
forvisit ing' or angthing. Last gear,
all the management of Six Flags
Great Adventure were l ined up at
the close of the park and ensured
evergone walked out of the gate
with a personalthank gou. Indeed,
it was quite a partg and left a
lasting impression with us.

ldlewild & soakzonePAz
tLigonier, Pennsglvanial

Rollo Coastey'a

Indiana BeachrNl
(Monticel lo, Indianal

Kemah Boardwalkrx3
IKemah,Texas]

Ihe Boordwdt| Bulletaa was
number 6 to do on the Total Timber
Tour. End-of-season blues seemed
to have set in amongst the staff at
Kemah, with verv l itt le in the wav
of enthusiasm or friendliness -

except that this park's season is
all gear round! As for the coaster,
the Boqrdwalk Bul/et is a unique
compact design, and we can't liken
it to angthing else we have ridden.
It was, coincidentlg, the ride's first
birthdag. Unusuallg for a modern
design, it has anti-rollback ratchets
on some of the hil ls. This is more
than likelU a bg-product ofthe tight
footprint the coaster had to be built
on. lt 's quite amazing that the ride
is so long, given the parcel of land
it occupies, and it was noticeablg
speeding up with each circuit ofthe
dag. Bg mid-afternoon, when we
had to Ieave, it was flging round.

KenngwoodPA2
lWest Miffl in, Pennsglvania J

fhunderbolta?
0ueuing at the start of the dag
fot Jqck Rqbbit4s, gou witness a
procedure Uou wish manv other
parks would adopt: a maintenance
guv riding fronl seat, oil can in

hand, ensuring the tracks do not
rust. This coaster has one of the
best airt ime moments on ang
coasler, wood or steel.

The fiqcey'6 is home to our
most hUsterical coaster moment.
While queuing across the front of
the ride, a storm started. lan said,
"lt 's l ike the storms in Florida, all
electric and no rain." Fast forward
five minutes, and we were being
bashed with the most intense
horizontal rain gou can imagine.
Trapped in the pens, we had no
option but to get soaked. lt was
like three fire engines had turned
up to put out a fire, and we were
the flames. Begging the ride sraff
for evacuation onto the platform
was against park policv, even
when getting battered bg what
seemed like a mini tornado - theg
just stood and laughed at us all.

KiddielandrLr
Ilvelrcse Park, l l l inoisl

Little Dippel8

Kings DominionvAl
(Doswell, Virginial

Hwlefo - Rebel Yellsr .
Scoobg -D oob Ghoster Coasters?
Ihis Gfizzlgas is so much better
than its Californian namesake. lt

Legend3T Cornboll txpressa!, Hoosier
We first rode Royen3s back in 1999 Huniconea2, Lost Coaster oJ
and have enjoged manu repeal Superctition Mountoin43
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has one of the few tunnels where
clearance is trulU doubtful, and its
addition addsto the ride experience.
With an apparent park policg (seen
on allvisits to this park) of altowing
re-rides if nobodg is wail ing for
90ur seat, tt 's easV to get an ERS on
the Grizzlg, especiallg towards the
end ofthe daU.

Kings lslandoFz
lK ings l ,4 i  ls ,  0hio l

Foirlg qdd Coostef4, Rqcerss,
Son oJ Beosts6
A TV programme shown in the UK
jn the 1980s calted OED was a
catalgst formU coasterenthusiasm,
and a ride on the 86osts3 from that
point on was a l ife goal. Some 10
gears later, the dream became a
realitg, and I got to ride it. What a
disappointment! During the time
it took waiting to ride it, the world

@

and ride designers had moved on.
I 'm sure it was a great ride back in
its dag, but 16 gears after opening,
I came off mg first ride with a verg
emptg feeling.

Knoebel's Amuscment ResortPA3
(E gsburg,  Pennsg vania l

Phoenixs?,lwisterse

Knott's Berrg Farmcaz
[8uena Park,  Cal i fornia]

6hostRiderss

Lagoonurl
tFarmington,  Utahl

This Roner Coqster6o looked to
be in disrepair when we visited
in 2005 but theg were letting the
paint weather awag so it could be
restored back to a more natural
wood'lreated finish.

f : ,
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Lake CompouncecMl

{Brlsto, Connecticutl

Wildcqt62
0ur firsl sessi0n on SoulderDosh6t
was one ofourmost memorable and
one of our most stunning coaster
experiences. lJnfortunatelg, the
turnaround look a beating, and
it was closed for the remainder
of rha .la! A ret,jrn : fpw learc
later and, although not too rough,
the ride wasn't as good as before.
After the Coaste12Coaster tour we
returned and found that GCll has
done a remarkable job in bringing
this ride back to its glorU dags, and
it is giving Rovlne F/Ver // a run for
lts moneUl

Lake WinnepesaukahcAl
IRossvi l le ,  Georgia]

Another classic park where the
Connon 801163 is kept looking as
new with fresh paint.

Lakemont ParkPA2
IAl loona, Pennsglvania]

Le d p f h e D i p s6a,Skgti n e f5

Lakeside Amusement Parkcol
LDenver, Coloradol

The Cgclone's66 Art-Deco station
sets the mood before Uou even
step into the train. The lack of
banking at the bottom of the first
drop is a greal wag of becoming
friends with the person nexl to gou.
The ride operators obviouslg care
passionatelu about their ride and
guests.

Little Amerrickaw ?

IMarchal l ,  Wisconsin]

Ihe Meteor,T was Number 4 on
the lotal Timber Tour. This park is

@

@
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fantastic - nothing fanca,just good
old American amusement tradition,
lovinglg wrapped bg staffwho care
about i l  and their guests. You get
three circuits for Uour moneg and,
on the third, the ride op slaps the
hands of all the train's occupants,
a greal touch and bril l iant for the
parks goung target audience.

Magic Springs & Crgstat FallsARl
lHot Springs, Arka nsas l

Arkonsqs lwister6E

Martin's Fantasg lslandNYl
tGrand ls land,  NewYorkl

Some guides describe the S,'ryer
Comet6e as a Ju nior wood ie,' wh ich
it is angthing but.

Michigan's AdventureMrl
{ Maskegon, lvlichiga n l

Mt. 0lgmpus Theme Parkwrl
(Wisconsin 0ells,Wisconsinl

CyclopsTa , Pegasus?6
our first ride on Hddesis in the
dark was a verg special affair For
a while I rated it aboveThe Vogoge
for pure enjogment. A return visit
this Vear, and it 's sti l lgood unti l gou

mechanics' disinterest in smoke
from the chain l ift, i1 would seem
Hodes has alreadg had its dag.

We first rodeZeuszz nine Vears
ago, and rt was a verv agreeable
ride then. lJnfortunatelg, it 's now
been relegated 10 a front-seat
onlV ride, with the rest of the train
bouncing along forthe whole ride -
headache tablets atthe readV!

Plagland ParkNYa
IRge, New York]

Because of its l imited operation
schedule, its "coaster age" is a
lot gounger than manv modern
machines. lt 's l ike stepping back in
time and enjoging coastering the
waU it used to be.

Santa Cruz Beach BoardwalkcAl
(Santa Cruz, CaliforniaJ

Dippedl, like its namesake further
south, runs l ighter Morgan trains,
but theg seem less of an issue on
this ride. VerU enjogable and verg
re-rideable.

SeabreezeNY2
IRochestef, NewYork)

Flags Discoverg KingdomcAl
Vallejo, ca ifornial

Roof?

Six Flags Fiesta Texasrx2
IUpper Marlboro, 1.,1a rgla nd ]

Rottlels is an unbelievable ride
for mang reasons. lt would have
been great to have ridden it with
the original f irst drop but, from
what I read, the middle helix was
slow even then. I must admit, this
coaster brought tears of laughter
around the helix section - it just
seemed so slow and pointless.

Six Flags Great AdventureNrl
lJackson, NewJerseUl

get to the  re tu rn journeu.  The la t te r , - " ' . ' l * ' * " ' - " " ,
parr of the ride has some strange probablu ou r favourite pa rk in rerms 4l
bouncing occurring. With the of senirisand tradition. The 6iont (ED

Six

Jock Rabbitgz

Silverwood Theme Parkrol
IAthol , ldahoj

WildcqtTt, zdch's

Iimberszo was firsl
1999 before the uphil l
in; we both sti l l  rate

our top three coasters

Drcgon CoosterTs ,
Kiddie Codster?e

Pugallup Fairwal
lPugallup, Washingtonl

Number 8 on the Total Timber Tour
We first read about Cooster fhdll
Rideso a number of gears ago. The
review said something l ike,'A ride
on the wooden coaster at Pugallup
is well worth the careful planning
required 10 ride i1." And after the
months of organisation for the Tota I
Timber Tour, we have to agree. The
whole trip was planned forlhis ride
and not onlg did it nor disappoint,
it exceeded our expectations and
proved to be the perfect ride on
which to end the maralhon journeg
across the States. With original
fixed lap bars, no seat dividers and
airtime-heaven in the back seat.

0n our first visi\ Timber fenof3
was plaging second fiddle to i1s
big brother, but rhis gear equalled
it for ride enjogment and airt ime.
Fantastic.

Iremorssa starts with a 30.5m
[100fi] drop onto a small speed
bump that is verg amusing. The
ride held mg interest from start to
finish. This was mg number 1 for
a season, prior to riding Hodes.
We were both apprehensive about
riding it on the Total Timber Tour,
given the deterioration of manV
other wooden coasters on the trip.
It's great to report that the park has
looked after their rides verg well,
and lremors is as good as ever.

Six Flags AmericaMDl
lUpper l,1arlboro, I4arUlandl

l 'm not a great fan 0f these pre-
fabricated woodies. Theg ride l ike
steel coasters, and ljust can't
get over that fact. Not that I have
angthing against steel coasters,
but I just see t/ Ioro as a sheep in
wolf 's clothing. I onlU managed
one ride on tI lorose on mg first
visit, just able to get the lap bar
somewhere in the folds of mg
stomach. The rest of the ride was
so uncomfortable lwas unable to
pass judgment. So, for the return
trip the next Vear, I lost nearlv 3
stones [40lbs] specificallg to enjog
the ride. Yes, it's a great coaster

Wolverine
ZoometTz
Shive ng
ridden in
kicks set
it within
anUwhere.

Moreg's PiersNr2
IWi ldwood, NewJerseU]

Grcdt WhiteT3 Roorss,wild 0ne86



and verg enjoUable, but lsti l l  feel
as though I'm cheating mgself bU
rating it within mV woodie l isr. lf
I could rate it along with steel, it
would rank verg high indeed.

lftheU demolished Son o/8eosr
and Grizzlg, California, Roning
Ihsndereo would be bottom of our
coaster l ist. lftheU raced / duelled
it, maUbe the fun oflhe race would
detract from the ride experience
somewhat.

Six Flags Great AmeriearLL
IGurnee, l l l in ois]

Viperez
lf gou like big, slow helixes, rhen
\he Americon €ogleeL is t he co a ster
for gou.

Six Flags Kentuckg KingdomKYL
ILouisville, Kentuckg]

fhunder Runs3, more than others,
has its own good and bad seasons.
It seems to be down to luck if i t 's
running well the dag lou visit.
When it is having a good dag,
though, it 's bri l l iant.

Iwisted lflnse4 is a contender
for the worst wooden coaster in
the States. lt 's utterlg slow and
pointless, and train reslraints
are not suitable for t ight bends.
Lalerals = bruises.

Six Flags Magic MountaincAz
lValencia, Californial

Colossuses

Six Flags New EnglandcMl
IAgawa m, l'4assachr.rsetts ]

Cg cl o n ee 6, f h u n d e ft o I te.

Six Flags Over GeorgiacA2
{Austell, Georgial

Grcst Americon Screom Mochiness
Ihe Georgia cgcronees is riddled
with tdm brakes, removing anv
possibil i tU of enjogment or airt ime.
I would love to have ridden it in its
or ig ina l incarnat ion .

Six Flags OverTexasrxl
(Arlington, Texasl

Judge Rog Screonroa
We've both visited the park before,
lan twice and Adrian three times.
0n the first visit in 1995 the lexos
6iqnt1o1 was verg re,rideable. In
2003, we rode the 6,qnt at closing
after a storm, and it was flUing and
verg re-rideable. Well, in 2008 it
was in verg bad repair. A quick
look at how dirtg the trains were
gave some clue to the lack of
maintenance the ride is currentlg
experiencing. This coaster has

of smiles when returning to the
station is quite sad for what was
once the world's top coaster.

Six Flags St. LouisMo2
lEureka, l,lissou riJ

lower back from start to finish.
Holding mgselfawag from the seat
makes it possible to enjog the first
drop and continue the circuit.

€vel Knievelro3 was number
3 "to do" on the Total Timber Tour
The ride is a power run from start
to finish wilh no straight bits apart
from the final brake run. Verg
enjogable, fun and re-rideable. Like
all the woodies at this park, onlg
one negative observation: more oil
required. Repeat ridingwas offered
on mang occasions where there
was no Iine -this is becoming more
common amongst six Flags parks,
although it does varg for each ride.
Aspecial mention to ride-dispatcher
Josh and his enthusiasm all
parks should have onel

Stricker's GroveoN2
(Ross,0hiol

leddy B eo r1os, lo rnod oto'

Timber Falls Adventure Parkw I

tWisconsin Dells, Wisconsin j

This Vear, we had planned to stav
here an hour or so and have a non-
stop ride session, but the park
had different ideas. Theg have
limited their "unlimited ride pass"
to five rides! AvoloncheLaT is verg

verg thri l l ing, compact and - more
importantlg - fun coaster. A ride on
the "all left turns"/yolonche winds
gou up so muchthatallVou wantto
do is turn right when driving awag
from the 0ells!

mg first memories of tiding High
Rollerlos mang Uears ago, which
was a realsname.

Number 5'to do" on the Total
Timber Tour, RenegodeLas is
tUpical of a GCll: a unique twisting
first drop, speed throughoul
and the signature GCll turns and
crossovers. This is the first GCll
we tried riding "Rodeo" stgle, and
throwing Uourself inlo the corners
transforms the experience, though
not recommended if gou have
ang apprehension about riding
coasters.

WaldameerPAl
IEr ie,  Pennsulvania]

CometlrD
lhe number 2 on the "to do" l ist
for the Total Timber Tour was the
Rovine Flger llLrr, which was just
amazing - totallg out of control

alDi gooa and bad seasons, but the underrated and does not get much
- pain on the riders'faces and lack coverage, which is a shame. lt 's a

Screomin' €agleLoa
I can t stand i 'he SossIo2 and seem 

v-allevfail lMN'
.  lShakopee, MinnesotajI0 De qurle a lone vorce In sautngso. . . .

EverU circuit I seem to be gell ing a Excessive seat padding and trim E
good t ict ing in the middie of ig brakes seem to have lampeneO (f

@

.. @L
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raw power from start to finish. lt 's
alwags verV special riding a new
wooden coaster in its f irst season,
before the ravages of bedding in
and maintenance take their toll,
but we think this coaster is so
close to the pa.k's roots that theV
won't be able to help themselves
in keeping it running in tip,top
condition. This is going to re-write
a lot of enthusiasts' Top 5 l ists
thrs Uear and, we're told, is having
the desired impact on park visitor
numbers. We would l ike to have
staUed past 5pm to have ridden
it in the dark, bul now have the
perfect excuse to return in the near
future.

Waterville IJSAAL?
(G!lfShores, Alabamal

Connonboll Run112 - the one that
got awag.

@

lValdosta, Georeial

Cheetohrr3

Wild Waves Theme ParkwAl
{Federal Wa!, Washingtonl

f i m be howk: Ri d e oI Prcg 1ra seems
10 have been designed with verV
few drops. unique, Ues. Thril l ing,
no,

(Kansas Ci l ! ,  Missour i l

I list rode fimber Wofls in 2005,
with a single lap-bar and seat belt,
and it quicklv became mg number
Z coaster angwhere, wood or steel.
Returning after eight Uears, I sadlV
found that it had turned into a
once-onlv ride. Such a shame for
what was once such an incredible
and fun coaster

First Drop 83


